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Figure 2.3  n  U.S. Crime Rates, 2012, According to the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reports

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Statistics.

offender race and gender indicates that murder is primarily intraracial. In addition, males are 
most frequently the offenders and the victims of murder.40

Nonfatal Violence
Estimates from 2012 NCVS data indicate that 26.1 per 1,000 persons were victims of 

nonfatal violence (rape, sexual assault, robbery, aggravated and simple assault; Table 2.3).41 
This rate is statistically greater and represents a 15.5% increase over the 2011 rate of nonfatal 
violence of 22.6 victimizations per 1,000.42 Evidence shows that simple assault is the most 
common form of violent crime in the United States (Table 2.4). Simple assaults are character-
ized by no or minor injuries and do not involve weapons. In 2012, the rate of simple assault 
was 18.2 per 1,000 persons.43 This represents an 18.2% increase over the rate of 15.4 in 2011 
and a 17.6% decrease from the 2003 rate of 22.1.44

In contrast, rape and sexual assault as measured in the NCVS is the least common form 
of nonfatal violence. Like other forms of violence, rates of rape and sexual assault have pri-
marily declined over the past decade. In 2012, the rate of rape and sexual assault was 1.3 per 
1,000 persons. This rate is statistically equal to the 2011 rate.45

The NCVS indicates that robbery is slightly more common than rape and sexual assault 
in the United States. In 2012, there were approximately 2.8 robberies per 1,000 persons.46 
This represents an increase of 27.3% from the robbery rate of 2.2 per 1,000 in 2011.47 
Finally, aggravated assault is the second most common form of nonfatal violence measured 
by the NCVS. In 2012, the aggravated assault rate was 3.8 per 1,000, representing a 7.3% 
decrease from the 2011 rate of 4.1 per 1,000.48 Aggravated assault is characterized by an 
armed offender or a serious injury to the victim (e.g., gunshot wound, stabbing, broken 
bones, concussion).




